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A Visual Expression of a New Direction

New state legislation changed NCI's name, board composition and governance. These changes
reflect broader regional and state representation and clearly defines the agency’s role within
higher education.

Our visual identity must reflect this new reality.

The previous hame created uncertainty about scope and role. West Piedmont Higher Education
Center clearly communicates what the agency is and where it serves.

West Piedmont: Grounds the institution in its regional mission.

Higher Education Center: Defines purpose and accountability.
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The Center’s New Logo

This rebrand helps position WPHEC as:
e Aregional convener

A connector of systems and opportunities
A workforce and education partner

A trusted public institution

A catalyst for regional growth

The Story Behind the Mosaic

A mosaic is built from many individual tiles. Each tile contributes to a larger,
unified whole. This mirrors how the agency operates: Multiple partners and
pathways working together intentionally.

It represents learners with different goals and starting points, academic and
workforce pathways, partner institutions and community stakeholders, and a
coordinated system rather than isolated programs.

The mosaic reflects the philosophy of WPHEC:
e Education cannot operate in isolation from workforce needs
o Workforce development cannot succeed without community and business
partnerships
e Economic development depends on talent pipelines and regional alignment
e Long-term regional success requires institutions working together rather
than separately
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Aligning New Gov. Color Theory
MOdel & M|SS|Oh e Navy: Grounds the brand and

represents partnership, stability &

The new board structure brings multiple trust

perspectives together. No single voice o Light blue: Education, innovation,
dominates decision-making. The mosaic accessibility

reflects balance, structure, and shared o Green: Community, growth,
responsibility. Governance and mission sustainability

are visually aligned. e Orange: Economic momentum,

action, forward movement

Symbolism Simplicity Matters

Different audiences may see: Design was intentionally kept clean,
e A network flexible, readable, and scalable.
e« Amap This logo works across signage, websites,
e Pathways social media, apparel, marketing
e Interconnected systems materials, state reports, etc.

Seats at a shared table
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As the agency
grows...

e Expands partnerships

e Strengthens workforce initiatives

e Develops new programs
e Building regional influence
e Increases statewide visibility

The brand is able to grow alongside it.
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Proposed logo
creates room for...
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e Partnership campaigns
e Regional marketing efforts
e Fundraising and advancement work
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The brand system is flexible enough to
evolve while remaining consistent.

¢

e Postioning WPHEC
¢ for the Future

This identity was not designed only for where the
organization is on July 1, 2026. It was designed for
the future.
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‘:“‘ WeSt P i ed m O nt e Recruitment and outreach materials

‘ Higher Education Center Program and pathway communications

‘ ‘ o Workforce and employer engagement
‘ e Digital and community-facing communications

e |t is not decorative or abstract branding
e |t is not disconnected from higher education
e |t is not a departure from institutional credibility

It is a purposeful representation of access and
coordination.
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