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NCI Board of Directors’ Executive Committee Meeting 

New College Institute 
King Hall, 30 Franklin Street, Room 207 

 
Thursday, June 12, 2025, 11:00 a.m. 

In-Person Attendees: Eric Jones (Chair), Valerie Crummie Johnson (Secretary), Lee 
Prillaman, Del. Wren Williams, Del. Destiny LeVere Bolling,  

Virtual Attendees: Ashley Lockhart (Vice Chair) 

Absent: Michael Lundsgaard 

Other Attendees: Joe Sumner (Executive Director), Christina Reed (Deputy Director), 
Olivia Garrett (Chief Advancement Officer), Adam Kane (Office of the Attorney 
General) 

Minutes 

I. Call to Order and Roll Call 

Chairman Jones called the meeting to order at 11:08 a.m. Olivia Garrett called the roll 
noting the presence of an in-person quorum. 

II. Approval of April 24, 2025, Executive Committee Minutes  

Upon review of the April 24, 2025, Executive Committee minutes, Delegate Destiny 
LeVere Bolling motioned to approve. It was seconded by Valerie Crummie Johnson 
and approved unanimously. 

III. Approval of updated Executive Committee responsibilities 

Ms. Garrett reviewed the changes to the Executive Committee Plan discussed 
during the April 24 meeting. Ms. Crummie Johnson motioned to approve the plan as 
amended. Del. LeVere Bolling seconded. Motion carried unanimously. 

IV. Strategic Planning updates 

Joe Sumner, Executive Director, shared a PowerPoint presentation reviewing and 
evaluating NCI’s current programs and activities to prepare as much internal data as 
possible in anticipation of a potential externally facilitated strategic plan. Mr. Sumner 
highlighted the directives from the Code of Virginia as well as NCI’s current mission, 
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vision, values, and focus areas, which were last amended around 2016-17. Mr. Sumner 
shared screenshots from the Virginia Office of Education Economics’ (VOEE) “High 
Demand Jobs” dashboard. 

Mr. Sumner explained that new and existing programs should align with high 
demand jobs either on the state level or the West Piedmont LWDA. Committee 
members reviewed the data provided in the presentation and discussed areas of 
opportunity as well as existing programs (such as the Longwood education 
program) that currently align with VOEE’s high demand jobs data. It was also noted 
that the “average annual openings” for jobs were much smaller for the LWDA versus 
statewide signaling that staff may need to expand the geographic scope to include 
West Piedmont and adjacent LWDAs as well as workforce needs in neighboring 
North Carolina counties. 

At the request of Vice Chair Lockhart and other committee members, staff will: 

 Filter the VOEE data by funding opportunities, competitiveness with nearby 
institutions, as well as opportunities for apprenticeships or work-based 
learning 

 Expand regional scope to include labor analysis of bordering North Carolina 
counties 

 Finalize list of recommended high demand fields 
 Identify potential value-adds for programs that already exist at NCI or other 

institutions 

Staff will submit an interim report to the committee in mid-July/early August. 

Mr. Sumner shared the following programs are successful as well as opportunities to 
enhance program offerings: 

 Longwood University Bachelor of Elementary Education 
 Public Safety partnerships 

o Expand Milo Simulator and virtual reality training materials 
o Increase partnership offerings with Piedmont Regional Criminal Justice 

Training Academy and Martinsville Fire & EMS 
o Incorporate PRCJTA training into NCI’s learning management systems 
o Provide additional training with Texas A&M’s Engineering Extension 

Service and Virginia Department of Emergency Management 
 Federal Aviation Administration (Drone TRUST test) 

o Re-launching a new platform on July 1, 2025 
o Exploring partnership opportunities with Richard Bland College’s 

DroneUp program 
 K-12 Programs 

o National Society of Black Engineers (due to budget limitations, will 
decrease annual support by $5,000) 

o STAGS Robotics (due to budget limitations, will decrease annual 
support by $5,000) 
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o EduTech Library – currently at Henry County Public Schools, offering to 
Franklin County, Patrick County and Carlisle schools 

 Facility Rentals 
o Strong traffic, low revenue 
o Implementing a new fee structure to include classroom rentals on July 

1, 2025 
o Implementing a new low-cost management system to improve 

workflows and customer experience within the first quarter of FY26 

Mr. Sumner shared the following programs require revision or discontinuation: 

 Workforce Trainings 
o Telemental Health – sunsetting on June 30, 2025 
o Selling the Academic Film Coater 
o Reducing Fiber Optics training to once per quarter at NCI and once per 

quarter at an offsite location 
o Reducing Wind Industry training to once per month 

 K-12 Programs 
o Kid Wind – sunsetting on June 30, 2025 
o Teacher Professional Development – sunsetting on June 30, 2025, 

unless requested by public schools 
o Code-A-Ton – sunsetting on June 30, 2025, unless requested by public 

schools 
o STEMbots – plan in place for Franklin County Public Schools and Patrick 

County Public Schools to house  
 Fayette Lab – board assistance requested 

o Need to identify use for science lab and resources at Fayette Lab 
o Possibilities include dental, clinical lab, partnerships with Patrick Henry 

Community College, Richard Bland College, or a four-year institution 

Mr. Sumner shared new programmatic opportunities and partnerships: 

 Workforce Training – in-house offerings 
o Industrial Safety Training – OSHA, Hazmat, Forklift, etc. 
o Precision Measurement – prototyping, small batch runs, quality 

assurance/control, certifications 
o CPR/First Aid training to general public 
o NCTA Testing Center certification (in process) 
o Expanding Milo Simulator offerings in the areas of customer service, 

social work, healthcare, patient/client interactions 
 Workforce Training – Partnerships 

o AVO (private company) – industrial electrical training with a national 
client base 

o GenEdge – lease agreement begins on July 1, 2025. Opportunities for 
applied training for advanced small manufacturing 
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o Department of Aging and Rehabilitative Services – possible sign 
language certification based on interest in the community 

o Veteran community – GI Bill eligibility 
 K-12 Programs 

o Partnership with Henry County Public Schools 
 Advanced Manufacturing course for 10th grade students (by 

request) 
 Industry certifications embedded within Career & Technical 

Education (by request) 
 Degrees 

o Richard Bland College – Business Administration or Technology-
oriented associates 

o Identify HBCU partner 
o George Mason University 

 Economic and Community Transformation 
o Solidifying and improving local economic development partnerships to 

better inform workforce training needs 
 Martinsville Henry County Economic Development Corporation 
 GenEdge 
 Uptown Partnership 
 Martinsville Economic Development Authority 
 Martinsville Henry County Chamber of Commerce 

The committee discussed efforts to reposition NCI as a central hub for economic and 
community development and noted the positive efforts made by staff to renew 
partnerships with Henry County Public Schools. Additionally, the committee 
discussed opportunities to invite other economic development organizations to co-
locate and collaborate with NCI as a long-term strategic objective that improves the 
economic outlook of the community. Chairman Jones emphasized inviting these 
groups to future board meetings and identifying board members’ organizational 
affiliations to leverage existing relationships with economic development 
stakeholders. 

Mr. Sumner requested the committee take time to reflect on what was discussed, 
particularly the Code of Virginia directive and current mission, vision, values, and 
focus areas of NCI.  

V. Closed Session 

Ms. Crummie Johnson moved that the Executive Committee of the Board of 
Directors convene in closed session pursuant to Virginia Code Section 2.2-3711(A)(7) 
for consultation with legal counsel and briefings by staff members pertaining to 
actual or probably litigation, where such consultation or briefing in open meeting 
would adversely affect the negotiating or litigating posture of the public body; and 
pursuant to 2.2-3711(A)(8) for consultation with legal counsel regarding specific legal 
matters requiring the provision of legal advice by such counsel.  
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Staff members of NCI (Joe Sumner, Christina Reed, and Olivia Garrett) were 
requested to stay.  

The motion was seconded by Lee Prillaman and approved unanimously. Closed 
session began at 12:18 p.m. 

Ms. Crummie Johnson moved to come out of the closed session, 

“Whereas, the Executive Committee of the Board of Directors of the 
New College Institute convened in closed session on June 12, 2025, 
pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with 
the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and;  

Whereas, Virginia Code Section 2.2-3712 requires a certification by 
this Executive Committee of the Board of Directors that such closed 
meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law; 

Now, be it resolved that the Executive Committee of the Board of 
Directors hereby certifies that, to the best of each member’s 
knowledge: 

Only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting 
requirements under Virginia law; and  

Only such public business matters as were identified in the motion 
by which the closed session meeting was convened were heard, 
discussed, or considered in the closed meeting of the Executive 
Committee of the Board of Directors.”  

Ms. Garrett called the roll, noting the approval of the closed meeting certification. 
The meeting was out of closed session.   

VI. Other business 

Chairman Jones asked if there was any other business to consider from the 
committee. Delegate Wren Williams requested that the Committee formally invite a 
representative from the Office of the Attorney General who understands litigation 
posture and is prepared to speak at the next meeting to answer any questions the 
Committee may have.  

VII. Adjournment 

Ms. Crummie Johnson motioned to adjourn and Del. LeVere Bolling seconded. 
Motion carried. The meeting adjourned at 12:45 p.m. 


